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A complete List of Fukuda, Toyoshiro’ s sketches
in the Akita Prefectural Museum (Part III)

Elisabeth M. Sano*

Fukuda, Toyoshiro was born in 1904 in Akita prefecture. He studied art for several years
in Kyoto and finally settled down in Tokyo where he actively participated to the evolution
of a new Japanese—style painting. The survey for the Part Il of the complete list disclosed
many drawings related to travel inland and abroad. This article will briefly focus on this
theme.

Drawing from nature was very important and often Fukuda set out to work in the
countryside. Travelling and the solitude that it involved appealed to him. He enjoyed
some aspects of urban life but he needed the pure and simple atmosphere of the
countryside to recover from the strain imposed by city life. His upbringing near the
mountains helped the establishment of a close relationship with nature. Until his health
worsened, he used to pay annual visits to his homeland Akita where his two favourite
spots were Towada and Hachimantai. As the annotations on the sketches reveal, he
journeyed to many provinces in Japan, including the Inland Sea region (Setonaikai),
Kyoto, Shinshu, Izu peninsula, Chiba, Fukushima, Miyagi, Niigata, Yamagata, Iwate,
Hokkaido. Here and there, he drew many landscapes, plants and scenes related to daily
life. Before he could settle down to work, he needed several days of adaptation. It was
necessary to be immersed in the atmosphere of a new environment before work could
start. Mrs. Fukuda, Fumi remembered that he used to spend hours gazing at a waterfall
before drawing. He often fed animals, such as fighting cocks, frogs, and observe them for
a while before starting to work. He believed in the necessity of capturing the essence of
the object. This conduct probably led him to experience a state of powerful union which
occurs between the spirit and the surrounding natural environment when the boundaries
between them are removed.

Fukuda had the opportunity to visit foreign lands several times in his lifetime. During
the second World War, he served his country as a war painter in China (September 17,
1938 to January 12, 1939) and in Southeast Asia (April 1942 to September 1942). A war
painter ranked a field officer and wore a soldier' s uniform. His role was to write
signboards, leaflets for pacification. He also had to promote the diffusion of Japanese
language in the occupied areas. He was responsible to write manuscripts for newspapers
and magazines to be published on the spot and at home. He naturally collected materials

for the realization of documentary paintings. If we examine the totality of war paintings
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produced during the second World War in Japan, we notice that there are relatively few
paintings done by mihonga painters. Among these works, battle and violent scenes are
seldom represented. Traditionally war painting is not the genre of mhonga which focuses
more on bird, flower and landscape pictures. As for the western—style artists, they were
influenced by the long tradition of war painting in the West and they felt the necessity to
produce valuable war paintings in Japan. A painter belongs to the society in which he
lives. He is more or less affected by the events of his time. The elements he chooses to
express in his work, reveal his interests and his personality.

In a diary written from November 1938 to December 1938, Fukuda gave a matter-of-fact
account of the sceneries he encountered. His description like short, quick brushstrokes,
let us perceive the bustle of a chinese community in November 13, 1938, which I concisely
summarize here.

“Many shops display their goods along the streets. Some are adorned with signboards.
Street sellers are screaming, a monocycle is creaking. Different people are passing. A
young boy is gathering horse dung. A cat is walking on a roof, a dog is sniffing at the
earth while a hen is pecking at greens. An excited horse is running away but he is soon
captured by a mongolian soldier. The houses and the earth of the town share the same
colour and there is always the endless jostling and streaming of dark looking groups of
people.” When Fukuda sketched in China, he was often surrounded by a crowd. It was
difficult to proceed with the work, he confessed in his diary. He visited a deserted and
destroyed school in the Shanghai area. “I went up to inspect the ruins of the school after
bombing. The rooms were piled up with sandbags. Children’s records were lying about,
among the scattered chairs and blackboard. Pictures, unskillfully drawn by second grade
pupils, were spread in the midst of reading practise and composition books. Looking at
them, I thought of the little children who had been driven away by war and I could not
help sharing tears thinking of their fate.”

The journal reveals the personal feeling of the artist mixed with the detailed description
of his surrounding. Thus we can affirm that a certain freedom of expression was allowed
at the beginning of the conflict. A few years later, in 1942, he patrolled Southeast Asia.
Java was his favourite land he stated later in an article. The oil field towers of Borneo and
views of Pontianak, Kuching, Balikpapan were the subject of several sketches. The Dayak
tribe and their tradition captured the painter’ s attention (Fig. 1). Wherever he travelled
in China or in the southeast islands, he was sympathetic towards the natives. A sense of
humanity appears in his pictures. They are impregnated with scenes of everyday life and
they exhibit the characteristics of various ethnic groups (Fig. 2). After returning from
military duty, he rediscovered the northeastern provinces of his country and considered
them with a renewed great interest, he reflected in a writing.

In 1956 (April 24 to July 16), he was selected to participate in an art study tour. He
could visit many lands, including India, Egypt, the Soviet Union, Greece, Italy, China.

One of his earnest wish was to visit the caves of Tun Huang in western China. He planned
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his visit carefully, noting the number of the caves he wished to see. After the war, he was
one of the first Japanese artists who were granted the permission to view the majestic site.
The novelist Inoue, Yasushi consulted him while he was writing his novel “Tun
Huang”. Fukuda showed him the photographs he painstakingly took in the dark caves and
explained their value. These information were very useful, acknowledged the grateful
writer in the preface of “Fukuda, Toyoshiro: A collection of drawings.”

Fukuda was fascinated by, and acquired much knowledge from the vestiges of ancient
civilisations. The unsophisticated expression of the Egyptian frescoes, the mural paintings
in the Chinese and Indian caves, they all told him the long history of the rich cultural
exchange between people of different nations. These observations stimulated a renewed

interest for ancient art.

Organization in the classification of the sketches
Part Il follows the classification of Part 1 and Part II.
The sketchbooks are marked with two Arabic numerals. The first one indicates the
sketchbook and the second one designates each drawing (ex: 15 n” 4). The letters A and
B differentiate the sketches of a single sheet of paper (ex: 31 n° 5A, 31 n° 5B).
Information in parenthesis have been added by the author.
[Signature and seal |
Whenever a drawing bears a signature or a seal of the painter, it is
notified. (signature:S,seal:H) .
[ Drawing materials
An attempt has been made to examine the drawing aids (pencils, ink, pastel...) in the
list.
[Comments ]

Fukuda, as a war painter, followed the army through Asia, thus his drawings possess an
historical value. Relatively few sketches are directly connected with war itself. Among
them, no violent or bloody representations are found. We can observe some desolate
sceneries left after battles (Figs. 3,4). Some sketches provide information on the
soldiers’ life (Fig. 5), on military moves (Fig.6) and materials (Fig. 7). Figs. 8 and 9
could partially illustrate the war journal cited in the introduction. A selection of portraits
offers a variation of subjects, such as a prisoner of war (Fig. 10), a Japanese soldier ready
to fight (Fig. 11), foreign women, natives in their traditional attire (Fig. 12, 13), animal
portraits, particularly camels (Fig. 14) and donkeys. Several depictions bear the signature
of the model (Fig. 13). People’s customs and way of life in different areas are expressed in
many drawings. The market scenes from China (Fig. 15), Southeast Asia (Fig. 16),
Tashkent (Fig. 17) and Japan (Fig. 18) display the characteristics of different ethnic
groups. The world of entertainment in its various forms attracted the artist’s attention
(Fig. 19). A drawing bears the name of Kawabata Sensei (33 n° 1),we can assume that it
refers to Kawabata, Ryushi. So far it is the only sketch providing the name of another war
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painter. Rembrandt is mentioned on a depiction of a flamboyant sky (48 n° 2). Abstract
designs formed by a folded blanket (Fig. 20, 39 n° 1, 2) and a pool of water (39 n° 19B),
captured the artist’ s interest. Sometimes Fukuda attempted new styles of drawings, such
as the mountain landscape in Fig. 21 (17 n° 19, 20). A simple wash, powerful pencil
rubbing for the trees and the white of the paper are used to achieve the visual effect of a
black and white photograph. The feathers of a duck are provided close to the drawing (17
n° 16), for colour accuracy, pointing out Fukuda’ s determination to be faithful to nature.
He illustrated several novels for newspapers serials, such as “A man who comes on the
next day” by Inoue, Yasushi, (Figs. 22, 23). I have selected some sketches related to
works: figs. 24-33. The towns visited by the artist during his travels in China, are
partially indicated on the map Fig. 34. Since more research is needed, the different
itineraries will be defined in a future article. The names of several chinese cities changed

after the war, the current names are provided in parenthesis.

The ratio of objects among the 1015 sketches, classified in this survey is: landscapes 34%,
plants and animals 22%, sketches related to folklore 16%, portraits 5%, buildings 11%, arts
(cave drawings...) 6%, ships,3%, drafts 1%, others 2%. Landscapes, plants and animals
represent more than 50% of the classified sketches.
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