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A complete list of Fukuda, Toyoshiro’s sketches
in the Akita Prefectural Museum (Part I)

Elisabeth M. Sano*

Fukuda, Toyoshiro was born in 1904 in the mining town Kosaka, near the Towada-ko lake
in Akita Prefecture, and died in 1970 in Setagaya, Tokyo. He was a revolutionary Nihonga
painter, active in Tokyo.

In 1988, Mrs Fukuda, Fumi, his wife, donated among other legacies, 1184 sketches and 71
sketchbooks to the Akita Prefectural Museum. I am now classifying the sketches and drawing
up a list. The purpose of this article is to give a complete list of the sketches avalaible in the
museum and to disclose the artist’s field of interest.

Several biographical articles have been published, thus I shall only briefly sum up the pain-
ter's early life and career. Fukuda, Toyoshiro spent the first fifteen years of his life in the
midst of a large family in Kosaka town, Akita prefecture. His playground was the nearby
mountains. There, he became naturally acquainted with the surrounding fauna and flora. The
countryside upbringing had a longlasting effect on his life and work. Fukuda, Toyoshiro’s first
connection with art, if we may use this term, came from inside the family. Imitating his second
brother, who enjoyed drawing, he was soon to be captivated by this activity. At the time,
Kosaka was a prosperous mining town. Itinerant artists used to come periodically to work and
earn their living. The yvoung Toyoshiro, an elementary school boy, fascinated by their painting,
followed them silently all over the town. The artists were surprised and impressed by the
young boy's patience. They probably felt that it was not merely curiosity, therefore they advised
him to go and study in Tokyo or Kyoto, if he were envisaging this profession. The same scene
recurred the following years. The profile of his future became apparent. At first, there was
disagreement with his father, but it did not hinder his decision, he wanted to be a painter.

In 1920, at the age of sixteen, he left home for Kyoto, where he studied drawing under a
Yoga painter Kanokogi, Takeshiro, for a few months, but his father ordered him to return home.
While helping the family at the pharmacy, he went on with drawing. From 1922, he first went
to Tokyo and then to Kyoto and learned respectively with Kawabata, Ryushi and Tsuchida,
Bakuzen, both Nihonga painters. In 1925, he entered the Kyoto municipal school of Arts,
where he graduated three years later. Soon he left for Tokyo and studied again under Kawabata,
Ryushi.

He was now technically equipped and ready to enter the competition for fame. From then
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on, he was actively working in Tokyo. He entered many groups, including among others, the
Seiryusha, the Association for the research of a new style Nihonga. .. He was often associated
with Yoshioka, Kenji, with whom he shared analogous views about the future of Nikonga. Many
articles deal with this subject, thus I shall omit here, this period of his career. In spite of diffi-
culties and from 1963 illness, he never ceased to work. During his stay at the hospital, his room
was changed into an atelier. The search for the development of a new style in the domain of
Nihonga continued until his death.

Generally, the drawing is the means of the painter to fix his surrounding, to study in detail
an object that caught his interest, to experience with lines, shapes, drawing and colouring ma-
terials. The drawings are born from the conjunction of observation and invention. They reveal
an important part of the personality of the painter and his relation with the environment. In
Fukuda's case, these points are well expressed. Fukuda, Toyoshiro himself, enjoyed stepping
back in the magic world of his drawings. They helped him recall memories dear to his heart.
For example, in one article, he related how spreading a map of Hachimantai on the table
and opening a sketchbook, he could recapture the atmosphere, the pleasure of the mountains.
He always had, within reach, a handmade sketchbook, the size of a postcard. While travelling,
whenever he discovered a beautiful landscape, one of his pleasure was to draw it and send it
to friends. It is an expressive way of communication.

The sketches occupy an important and valuable position in the world of the artist and
consequently should be treated separately from his final works.

Organization in the classification of the sketches:

Originally, the sketches were divided and stored in numbered boxes. For this first survey,
I kept this order, using Roman numerals for the boxes and Arabic numerals for each sketch. The
inconvenience of this system is that sometimes, sketches belonging to the same series are sca-
ttered in different boxes. I dare not rearrange the whole sketches until the entire survey is done.
The letters A, B (ex: 42 A, 42 B) are used to differentiate the sketches of a single sheet of
paper.

[Titles]

Titles make use of the annotations of the artist, when avalaible, especially for locations,
names of plants, insects, fishes. .. Other titles are descriptive and suggest the primary concept
of the design’'s content (ex: landscape with a tree)
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[Measurement]

The measurements of each sheet are given in centimeters.

[Signature and seal]
Whenver a drawing bears a signature or a seal, it is notified. (signature: S; seal: H.)

[Drawing materials]

White paper (designed simply as paper on the list), tinted papers and japanese papers of
various textures are the support for the sketches. The materials used for drawing and colouring
are numerous. They include pencil, colour pencil, ink, felt tip pen, charcoal, conte, pastel,
water colour, mineral pigments, silver pigment, mica. .. They are used separately or in
various combinations. The complexity of the colouring needs further research and will be the
subject of a future article.

Here, the letter M is used for monochrome and the letter P is used for polychrome.
Sketches, blackened with ink and pigments are designed by M.

[Dates]

The notes of the painter are primarily used. There are numerous undated pictures, the
search for date is under process. The collection of sketches of Fukuda, Toyoshiro, by Fukuda,
Fumi and Takehana, Rintaro is another source of information.

[Comments]

Among the 796 sketches listed in this article, I have selected a small number of drawings
which present some characteristics.

Some sketches seem to be connected with the works (fig.1, fig.2, fig.3, fig.4, fig.5, fig.6,
fig.7). Fig.8 could be related to the work: “Nagare to shika” (fig.9).

The earliest drawing listed in this survey is dated 1920 (fig.10). Several early sketches are
finely executed, whether with ink on japanese paper and bear the signature “Fukuda set” (fig.
11, fig.12), or with pencil on white paper (fig.13).

A certain knowledge of science is necessary to the education of the artist. Fukuda, Toyo-
shiro studied the morphology of birds (fig.14), of animals (fig.15, fig.16), and the structure of
flowers (fig.17).

The depiction method varies from almost abstract to carefully executed sketches (fig.18,
fig.19, fig.20, fig.21).

Among the drawings, one picture deals with the superimposition of two themes (fig.22).

Some works of Leonardo da Vinci have been partly copied. The trees seem to have caught
the interest of the painter. Except for these sketches, no imitation of other artists'work was
found. (fig.23, fig.24, fig.25, fig.26, fig.27, fig.28, fig.29, fig.30).
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According to Mrs Fukuda, Fumi:

- An open-air fire at a friend’s garden in Shinshu initiated the following sketches (fig. 31,
fig.32, fig.33).

- The abstract drawings (fig.34, fig.35) are probably a prelude to the work "Ama” (fig.35
A).

- The landscape (fig.36) represents a scenery from Niigata.

- Many flowers and fruits were executed during the painter’'s long stays at the hospital
(from 1965, March 29 to 1965, August 6; from 1966, February 28 to 1967, October 20; from 1969,
October 22 to 1970, June 22), (fig.37).

The range of subjects of the sketches of Fukuda, Toyoshiro is diverse. They include land-
scapes (fig.38), pictures related to folklore (fig.39, fig.40), people (fig.41), plants, birds, animals
(fig.42, Fig.42A), insects (fig.43), fishes (fig.44), stones (fig.45).

The ratio of objects among the 796 sketches, classified in the present study is: fishes 9%:;
animals 10%; trees 9%; sketches related to folklore 5%; sketches related to the works 2%;
insects 4%; birds 7%:; plants 28%; fruits 13%:; landscapes 12%:; others 1%. Plants, fruits and
landscapes occupy more than 50% of the surveyed sketches, indicating that Fukuda, Toyoshiro’s
Interest tends towards nature.
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Fig. 5 (E4#)



B BL AL e T e 38165

j §

J / N \\
L N
P, )
! N,

\ ~
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Fig.11
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