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Types Of Anchor In Akita Prefecture
by
Tadakazu SHiMADA

The structural changes in the make and style is an important aspect in the study of anchor.
Simply stated, it was a shift of material from stone and wood to iron.

This article focuses on the traditional anchor “Makke or Makka” Which means fork in Akita
dialect.

There are two different types of anchor: A) the wooden made anchor is fomed by extracting one
element from a living tree: B) the iron anchor in use nowadays has two arms and one stock like
the bower anchor in the West.

Of course, I'm sure these two types are not only seen in Akita, but also in many coastal areas in
Japan. The number of arms determines the difference between A) and B). In a word, the wooden
anchor has one arm and the iron anchor has two or four arms. But these are not decided
differences in recent use. The reason is that nowadays the two types of anchors are made of iron.
The one arm iron anchor is used to hold fast fishing nets. And the two arms one is for ancher.
Therefore, it may be said as a conclusion that the utilization is more important than the make.



